
1. Classical Consortium Academy was started by Jennifer Burns in 2006 as a result of the 

Lord’s prompting. 

2. Classical Christian education makes God the foundation of all subjects, uses our 

understanding of how the brain develops to drive what is taught and how it is taught, 

and integrates subjects so students can work smarter, not harder. 

3. Consortium comes from the Latin word, meaning “partnership”, “association” or 

“society” and derives from consors ‘partner’, itself from con- ‘together’ and sors ‘fate’, 

meaning owner of means or comrade. 

4. Each week, CCA hosts 68 classes supported by 34 teachers and staff members. 

5. CCA’s tuition is more economical than indulging in a venti-sized specialty drink at 

Starbucks daily! 

6. Over 35 churches are represented within the CCA family. 

7. CCA is a unique program; as a result, it has drawn families from all over—as far west as 

Elburn; as far east as Wilmette; as far north as just shy of the Wisconsin border; as far south 

as Minooka.  Oh...and there was the family that flew in from Denver, CO each week! 

8. Each week, parents receive an easy-to-follow spreadsheet that outlines everything 

students need to accomplish during the coming school week. 

9. With CCA, there is no more planning and no more grading!  You get to facilitate your 

student getting their work done and be mom or dad again ;). 

10. We use technology to keep us connected and informed.  Schoology is like Facebook for 

schools.  Materials and information are posted and shared, and it allows students and 

teachers to collaborate.  Jupiter Grades is our online grade program.  Parents can log in 

at anytime and see how their students are doing.  We host our classes on Zoom so 

students can attend remotely if they need to stay home. 

11. CCA students consistently score in the upper 20s and 30s on the ACT. 

12. CCA students consistently earn scholarships toward their college education. 

13. CC (Classical Consortium) and CC (Classical Conversations) are not affiliated.  Jennifer 

had never heard of Classical Conversations when she started Classical Consortium.  Our 

shared abbreviation is a confusing accident. 

14. HEART (Homeschool Enrichment Achieved Respectfully Together) is our sister enrichment 

program started by Jennifer Burns in 2004. 

15. CCA and HEART are both a ministry of and have been graciously hosted by the Village 

Church of Barrington since their inception. 

16. COVID made us rethink our school schedule.  During 2020-21, we started the school year 

early and took a break from our academics between Thanksgiving and the new year.  

We created an I-Term (Intentional Term) between Thanksgiving and Christmas and 

encouraged students to do, learn, go, or serve in a special way during that time.  

Students shared with the group how they planned to spend their time and then reported 

back at the end of the I-Term.  The students did some great things.  Everyone loved the 

new schedule and the I-Term so much that we are doing it again! 
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17. CCA graduations are breath-taking.  They include student performances, speeches, and 

touching blessings delivered by parents.  There isn’t a dry eye in the house. 

18. Each spring CCA hosts the CC Showcase that highlights what students have learned and 

accomplished.  You’ll laugh.  You’ll cry.  You’ll be amazed. 

19. Each March, CCA hosts a science fair.  Participating students win prizes.  There are hands

-on science stations and a presenter who teaches everyone more about science.  And, 

there is always great food. 

20. All of CCA’s teachers are committed Christians who have an aptitude in and love for the 

subjects they teach.  Many are former teachers and even more have advanced 

degrees. 

21. CCA graduates attend a variety of amazing colleges and universities:  Hillsdale, New 

Saint Andrews, University of Illinois, Wheaton, Trinity, Taylor, Calvin, Liberty, Moody, Patrick 

Henry, Olivet, Indiana Wesleyan, Hope, Westmont, Northwestern, Georgetown, College 

of William and Mary…just to name a few. 

22. CCA graduates pursue a variety of careers:  Speech Pathology, Engineering, Medicine, 

Writing, Teaching, Ministry, Social Work/Counseling, Film Making, Military Service, and 

more. 

23. At CCA, students stand when they ask or answer a question to get them comfortable 

with public speaking, help others focus on them, show respect, and force them to 

collect their thoughts before they speak. 

24. In their junior year (R3), students write a 30-35 page thesis paper on a world religion and 

present their findings to a panel of judges and an audience of their peers.  Don’t 

worry...they can handle it!   

25. Each year, we have a new theme.  

26. CCA has instituted a House System to improve shepherding, mentoring, serving, focus, 

and the serious amounts of fun we have together.  Our Houses were named after the 

Fruits of the Spirit: Pax (Peace), Fides (Faith), Gaudium (Joy), and Benignitas (Kindness).  

The House with the most points is crowned winner of the House challenge for the year 

and earns the coveted Golden Chalice! 

27. Students can bring lunch or buy lunch.  Once a month CCA students enjoy Chick-fil-A, 

Panera, Culvers, and pizza. 

28. CCA hosts fun Enrichment Weeks with service projects and field trips four times a year.  

Parents plan field trips, outings, and social event throughout the year. 

And there is more... 

We couldn’t stick to just 25!  There is too much to talk about. 

And… 

CCa has the best families with the greatest students! 


